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for the
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909 North Charles Street
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STREET AND NUMBER:

909 North Charles Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Baltimore, Maryland

STATE COUNTY:
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(Check One) OWNERSHIP us TO THE PUBLIC
[] District ] Building [ Public Public Acquisition: K] Occupied Yes:
[ Site ] Structure B Private [ In Process B Unescvsiad O Rntrlcfud
[] Objeet [J Beth [] Being Considered (] Preservation work K] Unrestricted
in progress D No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

] Agricultural [] Government O Park ] Transportation ] Comments
) Commercial 3 Industrial [J Private Residence [[] Other (Specify)

[ Educational [ Military [0 Religious

[C] Entertainment [0 Museum [ Scientific

HER RO
ODWNER'S N AME:

Karl H. Segall

STREET AND NUMBER:

909 North Charles Street

CITY OR TOWN: STATE:
Baltimore

\TION OF AL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Records Office, Room 601, Baltimore City Courthouse

STREET AND NUMBER:

Calvert and Fayette Sts.

Mlaryland

CITY OR TOWN: STATE
Baltimore Maryland L
] IFE—2183=

E 3 S

G s
TITLE OF SURVEY:

City of Baltimore Neighborhood Survey 1978
DATE OF SURVEY: [] Federal [ State [0 County K] Local

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Commission for Hist. and Arch. Pres.
STREET AND NUMBER:

26 S. Calvert 5t.

CITY OR TOWN: STATE:

Baltimore laryland 21202
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. (Check One)
[} Excellent O Goed 1 Fair [} Detericrated ] Ruins [ -Unexposed

CONDITION

(Check One) (Check One)
X Altered ] Uncltered 1 Moved K] Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT # 4D ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This four and one half story building is a three
bay rowhouse with a gabled fMansard roof. It is located in
mid-block with a parking lot to its right. Built c. 1870,

the facade is of brick and is laid in running bond, although

the lower two stories have been altered for commercial
purposes with an overlay of vertically ribbed wood paneling
running uninterrupted onto the lower stories of 911 North
Charles.

A rectangular door cut flush from the paneling opens
on the left of the ground floor bay. A smaller door opens
from the right, and a low, horizontal fixed pane single
light window with a wood frame is the only feature of the
central bay. The second floor is without fenestration or
feature, and a wooden string course separates it from the
third.

The third and fourth stories, proportionately fenes-
trated, feature double hung two-over-two light rectangular
windows with stone sills and lintels (flat-arched, brick),
one in each bay. A fire-damaged frieze underlines the
shingled Mansard roof. The roof itself features a pair of
wall dormer windows. Each is a double hung two-over-two
arched window with wood frame and wood-bracketed arched
window hood with flat ends and centered shell ornament.

A wood cornice tops the roof, which has projecting ends.
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[] Pre-Columbian [ 16th Century (] 18th Century (] 20th Century
[ 15th Century [0 17th Century K] 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATE!S) (If Applicable and Known) c. 1870
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Aber iginal [ Education (] Political [C] Urban Planning
[ Prehistoric ] Engineering (] Religion/Phi- (] Other (Specity)
[ Historic [ Industry losophy
O Agriculture 1 Invention [C] Science
£ Architecture [0 Landscope [ Sculpture
O Art Architecture [ Secial/Human-
] Commerce [ Literature itarion
O Communications [ Military [ Theater
(O Conservation [ Music -0 Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The ownership of Block 512 has been associated with the
names of many prominent Baltimore families, incuding the
Howards, the lic Kims, and the Garretts. Following the ds-
velopment pattern of the area, Block 512 was entirely built
in rows of distinguished, individual town houses by the
mid-1870s. It remained exclusively residential in character
until 1883, when the Mlaryland Club was erected on the south-
east corner of Charles and Eager Streets on land owned by
Robert Garrett.

Title research shows that titles to the individual
properties often remained within the same family from the
1860s and '70s to well into the first decades of the twen-
tieth century. By the mid-1920s however, the flurry of
property sales would seem to indicate that the Charles Street
side was beginning to go commercial. Indeed the 900 block
of Charles Street had become so commercially lucrative by
1529 that its first structure built expressly for commercial
purposes was erected in that year, at 921.

The uncertainty of the Depression years stimulated the
further disintegration of the street as one of the individual
residenceg and properties began to change hands with increas-
ing freqgdency in a chain of speculation. The pattern of the
past few decades is familiar: Charles Street, once the finest
of Baltimore's residential/commercial avenues, succumbed most
completely to to the heavy demands of the new residential '
commercial, and transportation orders which emerged after
World War Two. Thus, the Read Street side~ of Block 512,
although altered, has escapedthe brand of butchery which
the Charles 3Street side has suffered, as have the S5t. Paul
and Lager Street sides. The Read, tager, and S5t. Paul Street
sides are within the existing boundaries of the Preservation
ODistrict. Charles Street, with just a few surviving remnants
of what was the very finest built on any of the streets in
Baltimore, has remained unprotected.

A re-evaluation will be sure to prove that this last pro-
tion of Block 512 should be brought within the District, fot
the remnants are impressive. lloreover, they lie at the cere-
monial and geographic center of Baltimore.
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Paul Sussman, Planning Assistant
ORGANIZATION DATE
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B-1895

909 N. Charles Street
Block 0512, Lot 022
Baltimore City
Baltimore East Quad.
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